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|! DISCOVERED: 
| [Whom the Lox ſhalldeftroy with 
ET the brightneſſe of his Coming. | 
The Root and Foundation of Antichriflaid 


open in Dodrine. 


'By HEN. DENNE. 


Pſal. 18. 15. He ſbot out lightnings and diſcomfited them. Then the ch 1n- 

nels of waters were ſeen, and the foundations of the world were diſcovered at 

thy rebuke, O Lord, at the blaſt of the breath of thy noſtrils. 

Jer.50.15. Shout againſt Babylon, round about, ſhe hath given her hand, 
tons are fallen, her walls are thrown down : for it # the vengeance 


ber 
of the Lord : rake vengeance upon her, as ſhe hath done,do unto her. 
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To theChurch of God, in Gred the 
Father,and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, grace, and 


peace, from God our Father, and from our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


PILAR Ol), axd beloved:Thi little Treatiſe, ſeeheth not 
x (2 [& the patronage of the worldly wiſe, mighty, or hone- 
3 [&/2] R 74 blez It craves not the favour of Vertuons Lady, 

IT 07 Chriſtian Gentlewomazr:: 1t ſhrowa's not it ſelf, 
under the roof of any great Lord, or Patron, But it licth proe 
ſtrate, at your feet; 1t ſubmitteth 11 ſelf,vith all hamlityun- 
to your cenſure; whatſoever i well deze, preſumeth of your 
approbation, whatſoever is faulty, expects your meck and gene 
tle correfion, Vnto your View 1 am bold to preſent it.My fa- 
ther, my mother »y brethren, and my ſiſters. To caſt down the 
mn of ſin « now the profeſſion of many,and every hand thinks 
it 4 happrnſſe , to lop off a bough, from this cuer-ſpreading 
tree, Now cvery purpoſe is eſtabliſhed by counſell, and 
with zood advice make warre. Prov. 20-18. [#ths ſpi- 
ritual warfare, 1 bave endealonred, 10 contribute my mite 0 
conſultation: Fe that flriveth ,to take away the ſpreading 
boughs of Antichriſt may ſeeme to co a zood work, Brit will not 
hs labour be almoſt lyſt, they will ſprout again. , ſo long ws the 
700t remarneth in the earth . Therefore « #tthat Jour waxorthy 
brother, and companion in wibultion, bath adentured to lyy 
the mattoch, unto the rodt of the tree, therefere have | upder- 
med Babels foundations, that the pellay being plucked away, 

whereon the whole houſe leamtth,the falrick may fa!l npon their 
heads at once : that whe roots beiro diſcovered, and cut inſun- 

acr, the next 4 Liſta tothe tree down to the ground, and 
ther ſhal! the armes therto{ be ſhattered in the fall. Theſe neris 
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o ſometimes preached unto an'Anditery : And upon 
wt of ſome vn Thiws: 1 have condeſcepded to give 
«copy © wherein is ſomething more, &nt 10 'my knowledge 
nothing keſſe then what was ſpoken : The Lerd hath ſet me as 2 
man of contention: This Seremon being as 1 am perſwaded, 
the very inward cauſe, of all my troubles, and impriſonment, 
Although 1 confeſſe nothing heretn , was \laid to my charge: 
That wes the ſuttilty of the Serpent, who knew well that he was 
wot able to mannage, any thing againſt me that was bere de. 
livered: and Sheri waving thu altogetber, He hath ſought 
eceafion agarxft me (and fonundit alſo) inthe doirine of Ba 
$ifine. This was the thing, that firſt of all didinflame the hearts 
of m1 oppoſers,0u cauſe them to ſirell with envy,and to break 
Zh ini 4 rude oppoſition; which flame could zet be qaench- 
ed, but was more increaſed, untill, through their ſuggeſtions, 
and informations, 1 1as.caſt into priſon : That it might not 
fare better with me thenwith others, The Lord lay notthis 
ſin to their charge * now 7 do preſent this anto you, that your 
wiſcome may tate it mnto con ideration whether therenere any 
Faſt cauſe of exception, 1n that which was delivered, or whe- 
ther thoſe floods of water, caft out of the mouth, 1 meant oppro- 
Zrious, andreviling ſpeeches, were not the fruits of him, that 
$,42d will be alwayes oppoſite unto the trath. 'Brethren, 1 de- 
fire you to pray for me; that knonledge,and utterance, courage 
azd patience, may be given unto me, that Imay wot ceaſe to 
ſpeak the things 1 have beleeved: tbat the Lord would give me 
that boniour Far whether in bourls,or at liberty,whether by bje 
or by death, 1 may glarifie his Name, inthe edificationof bi 
Charch, in the Kr boly faith.. Brethren farewell. The God 
of peace fill you, with all joy, and peace, in Leleeving, Amen. 
He that is the leaſt among you 
unworthy the'name of a 
Brother, 
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diſcovered, whom the Lord 
ſhall deſtroy, with the brightneſlc 


of his coming. 


'2 Theſſ, 2. 5 
That Man of Sin be revealed, the ſor of per ation. 


> 1 will be convenient, before we enter upon theſe 
7X words, toconfider the-occafion of them, in the 
{HE coherence of the Text, with the foregoing word: 

ned of the Chapter, becauſe ſome queſtion may ariſc 
ES about them. The Apoſtle doth beſeech them, by 

the coming of the Lord Fe ſus, and by our gathering together unt» bim: 

that ye be not ſoon ſpaken in mind, or be trowbled, neither by ſpirit, nor 

by word, nov by letter, as from us, @ that the day of Chriſt at band. 

What is this, the Theſſalonians have heard that the day of 
Chriſt is at hand, and they axe not a little perplexed; is the day 
of Chrift become an unwelcome day ? to the Chrrch , in God the 
F ather, and the Lord Jeſw Chriſt ? to the people untu whom is 
reached, grace, and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord 
Hf Chriſt? Is not the day of Chriſt, a day of reſtitution of all 
things ? Ads 3. 21. Is not the day of Chriſt a day of redemption, 
a day of the gloriows liberty of the ſons of God, Rom. 8. 21. 23. how 
then can it be fearfull rothem who are in God the Father  Doth 
not the Church groan within her ſelf waiting for the Adoption, 
Rom. 8. 23. Doth not the Bride and the Spirit ſay, Come f and 
A 3 doth 
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The Man of Sts diſcovered, 


—— daothnothe that hcareth ſay Come? and doth not the voice of 


the twrtle anſwer, Even ſo, Come Lord Jeſs ? Rev.22.17. 20.0 
my ſvuule, is any thing more welcome unto thee, then the ap- 
proach of the Son of righteouſneſſe? Olet him come, and not 
tarry : why ſtay thewhegeles of his chariots fo long, and why 
is he ſo long incoming ?-If itbe ſo, why is ic thus, with his 
cople? They arc troubled, chey are ſhaken in mind, becauſe 
they hear that the day of Chriſtis at hand : is the day ot Chriſt 
a trouble, and an heart-ſhake unto the Church of God ? No: 
Thiris not it, Put hence proceeds the trouble : the Apoſtle had 
told them otherwiſe, wiz. thatthe day of Chriſt was not yet 
come. Remember ye not that when 1 was yet with you Ttald youtheſe 
things : verſe. 5. Now that Pax! ſhonld tell them one thing, and 
write another, that he ſhould contradi& himſelt, or that there 
ſhould be a diviſion, between his former, and latter ſpeeches: 
This was the trouble of mind,this was the ſhaking ot heart. 
For the curing whereof, the Apoſtle afſureth them, that he nei- 
ther ſent this meflage untothem, one way, or other, as the 
falſe Apoſtles would have made them beleeve. But that before 
theday of Chriſt, That man of fin muſt be reyealed. Oh that 
the teachers of the people of God would confider within 
themſelves, from that which hath been ſpoken: whence the 
great thonghts of heart do ariſe, even from the diviſions, and 
diltra&ons of the chaire. When you are contrary oneto ano- 
ther, and many times, one manunto himielf, How do you fill 
the tenderſouls of the people of God with heavy and inſup- 
portable griefe. | 

If then tuch be the fruit of theſe diviſions, let me beſeech 
you by the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by owr gathering to 
gether unto bim, that you Jabour,to be of ove mind in the Lord. 
Toſpeak the ſame things in Feſws.I will ſay no more touching 
the coherence of the text. But come forthwith untothe words 
read unto you. And that man of ſin be revealed. 

The whole ſcope of my Diiconrſe, ſhall beto ſhew you:why 
this ſame wicked one in my text is called, The man of ſin. 

The mar of ſin may ſeem to be an Hebraiſme , ſignitying an 
ex -ceding lintull man. And this is true, that Antichriſt 8 an ex- 
cee 1 2 ſinfull oze. But this is not all, for he feemeth to be called 

| the 


The Man of Sin diſcovered. 


the man of ſing in oppoſition to Chriſt Fejus whois called a God 
of righteonſneſſe, Jer. 23. 6. Pial. 4. 1. A Sw of righteonſneſſe, Mal. 
4-2. And heis thus called not onely becauſe Righteauſneſſe is 
the girdle of his loines 7 Ifa. 11. 5, but alſo becauſe be buth filled 
Zion with righteou/neſſe and judgement, Ia. 33. 5+ Ic is thedetigne 
of Chriſt to pull down ſin,and to bring in righteouſxeſſe, to ſet up 
righteonſneſſe, according to that which is written, D.1n. 9. 24. to 
fiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of ſins, and t1 make recon- 
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſſe. And 
therefore is he called the God of righteouſneſſe, the Sn of righte= 
ouſneſſe, &c. It is the defigne of Antichriſt to pull duwa righte- 
ouſneſle, and to ſetup fin : to build again that which Chris 
hath pulled down, and to ſeek to pull down, that which 
Chriſt built up, and therefore he is jultly called , The man of 


Sizne. 
There is no better way, todiſcerne one contrary, than by 


another, when both are compared together. 

Theſe two, Chriſt and Antichriſt, the Swur of righteou/ſneſſe, and 
the man of ſin,being ſo contrary the one unto the other,as lighe 
and darknefſe : The one will help us in the diſcerning of the 
other. I will therefore firſt of all endeavour, to declare unto 

ou the office of Chrift, inaſmuch as it is converſant about fin, 
and then I ſhall with great caſe, diſcover unto you the contra- 
defigne, of AntichriSt. 

For the firſt. We muſt conſider fir: in a threefold relation, 
according as it is manifeſted in the Law, by which is the know- 


ledge of ſin. 
1. Sin inthe ſight of God: the defigne of Chriſt to take away 


{in our of the fight of God. 

2. Sinin the conſciences of Gods people,the defigne of Chriſt, to 
ke away fin, out of the conſciences of Gods people. 

3. Sinjn the converſation, the defigne of Chrift to take away 
fin, ont of the converſation of his choſen, and called people. 

I will invert the order, which Thave laid down : And en- 
deavour to ſhew unto you the laſt in the hrit place, 5. that ir 
is a defigne of Chriff, to purge the converſations of his choſen, 


and called people: The ſmoak of Hel hath ſometimes ſaid,lt 1 
be elefted, I may live as Llift. But what ſaith the Spicir of —_ 


L 
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Elett zanto obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus. 1 Pet. 1. 1, 
That God that hath ele&ed thee, in Chriſt Jeſus , before the 
world began, hath eleted thee unto obedience, and not unto 
diſobedicnce: Thou art not choſen,to belike theprince of dark- 
neſſe, towalk in the vanity of thy mind : But rowalk in holj« 
nefſe as becometh Saints. | 

The new creature hath this end for one : Epheſ, 2. 10. For we 
are bis worknanſbip, created in Chriſt Jeſus, unto good works , which 
God hath before ordained, that we ſbou!d walk inthem. 

If thequeſtion be asked, why Chriſt gave himſelf for s ? will 
not the anſwer bethis? That be might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purifie unto himſelf, a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Tit. 
2.14. When a eeptiveis in priſon, the Redeemer payes a ran- 
ſome, that the captive may be his freeman, to ſerve him in all 
offices of love. This was, and is our caſe, when we were cap- 
tivated under fin, death, and hell ; the Father ſends his Sox, eo 
deliver us from all theſe, that we being delivered from our enemies, 
might ſerve him without fear in bolineſſe, and righteouſneſſe before 
him all the dayes of our life : Luk. 1.74, 75. If weſearch into the 
endsof Gods ſending his Spirit intothe hearts of the ſons of 
men, we ſhall find the firlt to be, that we might know the things 
that are freely given unto us of God: 1 Cor. 2.12. and therefore is 
he called the Spirit of truth, leading into all truth, Joh. 16. 13. 
Secondly, the ſecond end of the Spriz,is to make the ſoule to 
rejoyce in God abundantly, and therefore he is called the 
Comforter, Joh. 16.7. Thirdly, Achird end of the Spirit ſent 
into the hears of man, is to change, and alter the affe&ions, 
and therefore is this Spirit called the Spirit of love, 2 Tim. 1.7. 
becauſe the fruit of the ſpirit #8 love, Gal. 5.22. and love ##the ful= 
filling of the Law, Rom. 13. 10. 

It we ſearch into the ends of the miniſtery of the Word, we 
ſhall find them the very ſame, for the ord is nothing elſe by 
an infirument in the hand of the Spirit , whereby the ſpirit 1s 
ordinarily adminiſtred untothe heart (I beleeve it will be no 
abſurdity toſay,theſpiri: adminiſtreth, the ſpirit by the Ford.) 
Now the H#ord4doth not onely bold out unto us the grace of 
G, in Jeſs, but it doth thereby alſoteachus, that denying un= 
god zrefſe and worldly Inſts, we ſbould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
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odly i this preſent world, Tit. 2.12. The Word doth not onely 

Fold out unto us, precious, and ſure promiſes, butit doth alſo 
call upon us, with carneftnefſe : Having theſe promiſes , let us 
cleanſe oxr ſelves from all filthmeſſe both of Aolh ant ſpirit, perfefling 
bolineſſe in the fear of God : 2 Cor. 6. 1.the Word, and Sivir, are 
both compared to fire, Jer. 5. 14. Matth. 3. 11. Now it is the 
propertie of fire, not onely to expell darkreſſe, by its /3ght , but 
alſo to drive away cold by its heat: we do nor read of any fire, 
that hath heat withour light, except the metaphorical fire 
of Hell: which burns in darknefſe. Neither do we know any 
fires, that have light without, heat, except the meteors of the 
ayrc, which endure but the twinkling ot an eye, and do pres 
ſently vaniſh away. But _— Iftay ſolong, upon a thing 
fo plain? yet before Ipaſſe it altogether , give me your 
patience, unto two, or three words of application. 

The firſt is ; tofree the glorious Goſpel of Feſis Chriſt , and the 
revelation of the riches of grace, from that cloud which doth 
eclipſe it, from the eyes, and affetions of very many: Becauſe 
it hath by reaſon of evill tongues, and credulous cares, incur 
red an unjuſt ſuſpicion of /iberty, and /icemionſaefſs : But is this 
ſo?wecall heaven and earth to record, that the Goſpel teach- 
eth, b»l ineſſe, and fobriety, and temperance, and whatſoeyer is of 
good report, yea it teacheth to avoid, even the occaſions of evil: 
we call heaven and earth to record, whether the Gofpe! do not 
draw us unto an holy obedtence, with as forcible (I will be bod 
toſay, more forcible ) and effetuall cords, than any do&rine 
whatſoever; for the Goſpel draweth with the cords of loves 
which is as ſtrong as death, nothing can be able torefiſt it, for 
many waters cannbt quench love, neither canthe floods drown it ; if a 
man would give all the ſubſtance of h1s houſe for love, it would miterly 
be contemned. Cant. 8. 7. I call again, heaven and earth ro re- 
cord, whether any DoArine can conferre ſuch power, (if T 
ſpeak improperly Iwill be contented to alter = ſpeech) whe- 
ther the Sprrit of God do work ſopowerfully in the ſoul,by any 
Dodrine as by the DoQrine of the Goſpel. The Law indeed 
ſhews us what is ts be done, threatens us heavily if we do it 

not, rewards us plentitully,if we doit : but allthis while it mi- 
niſtreth unto ws more quickning power 3 -_ leaves us — 
the 
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the more we hear it, (if we heare it aright ) the more dead we 
are. For when the Commandment came, ſin revived, and I died, and 
the Commandment which was unto life, I found to be unto death.Rom. 
7. 9, 10. Butthe Goſpel, the word of grace, is the miniſtration 
of a quickying ſpirit, not onely calling upon us to do, but aJſo 
giving power toperform. Therefore is the word of grace called 
Healing words, even the words of onr Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the do- 
Hrine, which v8 according to godlineſſe. 1 Tim. 6. 3, 
But if theſe things be ſo, how come ſo many foule accuſa- 
tions, ſo many heavie charges, to becait upon this DoGrine? 
I anſwer, the ſervant 3 not greater then his Maſter, they fhall ſpeak, 
all mauner of evill of you falſly, for my Names ſake. Matth. 5.11. I 
muſtſay of theſe men, as the Apoſile of the Jews: Hud th 
known it they would not bave crucified the Lord of glory : 1 Cor. 2. 8, 
But now they ſpeak evill of thoſe things they underſtand not. Jude 10. 
I'defire to pray forthem, in the words of our crucified Savi- 
our, Father forgive them, they know not what they do. The Law of 
man exempteth all blind men from going towarre , leſt th 
ſhould do more hart than good, and be rather burdenſome 
than profitable : The Law of God admitteth ofno blind prieſt 
to ſerve in the Sanuary of God. Menuſe to ſcare their chil- 
dren with a blind prieſt (a very terriblething) the bilders are 
— and therefore have they reje&ed the chief corner ſtone. 
crefore have they refuſed the formtains of lirving waters, and 
digged unto themſelves cifterns which will bald no water. They ſpeak 
evill of the Goſpel, both preachers and people, (like Prieſt,like 
people) becauſe they knew it not. Lord lay not this fin to their 
charge, Loyd open thou theiy eyes that the blind may no longer lead the 
blind. 
Having thus farre endeavoured to free the glorious Goſte! 


| fromthe foule and hell-born aſperfion thus unjuſtly caſt upon 


it 3 Let me in the next place have leave to turn my Diſcourſe 
into the watchmen of 1/rael, the ſervants of the Lord, whom 
he hath been pleaſed to call unto that office,and burden in the 
Church of Chriſt, as to be diſpenſers of his Word ; in Do&#/7re, 
and exhortation, in reproofe, and corretfion, I do beſecch you in 
the name of the Lord Feſw Chriſt, that you ceaſe not, inſtantly 
to admoniſÞ every one with tears both night and day, A&s 20. 31- 
that 
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that you reprove, and rebukeunruly walkers, with all auche- 
ritie. That you rebuke them ſharply, that rhey may be ſound in 
the faith, Tit. 1. 13. | 

A ſecond word of application is, that I may earneſtly call 
upon them, whom God hath brought unto the knowl ge of 
his Son, that every one that nemeth the name of the Lord Feſws Chriſt, 
depart from iniquity, 2 Tims. 2. 19.1f fo be that ye have heard bim,and 
have been taught by him, as the truth u in Feſws, that ye put off concern= 
ing the former converſation, the old man, which # corrupt according to 
the deceitfull Iuſts, ec. Ephel. 4. 22. for thus it becometh Saints, 
Epheſ. 5. 3. And th1 3s the will of God even your San that 

ye abſtain from fornication, 1 Thell. 4. 3. Herein is God glorified: 
Let your Kght ſo foine before men that they may ſee your good works,and 
glorifie your Father which 4 in heaven. Matth. 5. 16. 

Herein is the Chwrch comforted;the ſouls of your brethren chee= 
red: Joying and beholding your order,and the ſtedfaſtneſſe of your faith 
in Chriſt, Col. 2. 5. Hereby they that are without, upon whom 
the Word hath not had its full power,are ſometimes called in. 
That if any obey not the Word, they alſo without the word may be won 
by the converſation of the wives. 1Pet. 3. 1. Now then if the wins 
ning of thoſe that are without, if the comfort of your brethren 
within, if glorifying of God your Father, if the performance of his 
will, or if there could be any thing greater then theſe , that 
might be precious in your eyes; let me ſpeak to you in the 
words of an Apoſile : As obedient children, not faſhioning your 
ſelves according to the former luits in your ignorance : But as be which 
hath called you us holy, ſo be ye holy, in all manner of converſation, 1 Pet. 
I, 14,1 J. 

Thavethus much toſpeak unto you on the right hand,now 
give me leave toturnto the left. It ſobe( which God forbid) 
that your converſation ſhould be profane, contrary to the ho- 
ly Commandment of our Saviour Feſws Chriſt. Oh what will 
be the ſequel. This is that which in Scripture phraſe ſpeaking, 
afterthe manner of men, is called ( to ſet forth the hideout- 

nefle of it) 2 grieving of the holy Spirit of God. And grieve not the 
boly Spirit of God, whereby Je are ſealed unto the day of redemption. 
Ephet: 4- 30. This is that which is called in Scripture a defiling 
of the members of Chriſt, and ot the temple of God: then —_ 
B 2 what 
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what thing more hainouscan be thoughe upon? Shall I then 
take the members of Chriſt, and make themthe members of an harlot? 
God forbid. 1 Cor- 6. 15. Know ye not that your body. the tenele of 
the holy Ghoſt, veric 1 9. 

As your fleſh cannotbut tremble, to make the members. of 
Chriſtche members ofan Harloz.: Sole the: zeal: of Gods temple 
incite you, to make a ſcourge, of ſmall ſmarting cords, to 
whip out of the Temple of our God , whatſoeveris _— 
tothedo@rineof godlineſſe. Thisisthaty (even thecarelefle 
converſation of the: profeſſors of godlineſe) which. opens a 
gate unto hideous blaſphemy, whereby. the Nameof Godanddis 
Doftrinedr evill ſpokenof, 1 Tim. 6: 1. And ſo. you ſhall'do yonr 
utmoſt endeavours hereby (which Lhope you will fear to do): 
to keep back, thoſe that are coming in 3 to drive the wandring 
ſheep farther from the fold of Chriſt Fe. This is that where» 
bylkens getteth advantage againit- you-, whereby you lay 
your ſelyes open to the ſnare of the devil; to great temptation and 
noyſome luſts, 2 Tim. 2. 26. Lerme thereforeend:rhis with the 
Apoſtles words, 1 Theſſe 2. 11. That I may charge every. one of you 
:hatye wowld walk, worthy of the Lord, who hath called you unto bus 
kingdome, and glorie. Be not carelefle, burwatchfull : Let piety: 
prevail with-you £o watch diligently over your ſelves; let che+ 
rityprevailewith you to watch as diligently over your bre+ 
thren-. 

Athird word of Application, untoſuch as hold the truth of 
God inamrighteoufneſſe, unto ſuch (and. hereof in the world 
there arenot afew )Godygrant the Church may be free from 
them, who profeſſe they know God, but by their works they deny bim: 
Tit. 1 16. who increaſcinprofaneſſe in converſation, as they 
grow and-increaſe in the meaſure of revelation: Oh that mine 
eyes were aformmtainof tearer, thatI mightlamentoverthem; oh 
that theteares of a deare friend, who (the Lord is my witnes,) 
writes nottheſethings with dry EYES, might ſo farre prevail 
with you, that you would take his words into the deepeſt of 
your confiderations; that you would repent of the evil of your 
wayes,ſubmit untothe yoke of Chriſt; that your converſation 
may anſwer your profeſſion. 

Have you not ſeen an heifer unaccuſtomed torhe yokegſtand 
| as. 
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2s gently at the criby as any other; bur bring the yoke, and 
hr fighe of ;efball make ber kick with the foor,and puſh 
with the horn,and\ſeekal} means to ſhan ie:I would you would 
be conteneed to make the application your ſelves; you ftand 
gently at Chriſts crib; you are contened to heare, the ſweet 
miſcs of the Goſpel containing and holding forth what 
Chriſt hath donefor you, theſerthings I: fay you heare with 
great patience, approbation,.anddeliphrt. Bart when it comes 
cothis, that you are admoniſhed what you ought ro do: for 
Chriſt in obedience, in thankfulneſle, unto him that hathdone 
all things for yow. When the Churchof Chriſt would pur che 
yoke of Chriſt upon your necks, and: compel} you to> come in 
mtoher wholſome Diſcipline by her ſweer perſwaſions;-you 
ſpurn with the foor, you'puſh with the horne, ſeeking meanes 
of evaſion : Let us brc.tk their bonds, ani caſt awny their corals from 
5, Pſal. 2. either you will acknowledge no Church ; or if a 
Church, yet one according to your own heart you cannot: 
find; Thavenothing'to dotojudge yow( I confeſſe it)T leave 
unto him that Var all things, the' Lord' open your 


rt's. 
And ſhall beraks my; ſelf unto the ſecond' confideration; 
of fin in the Conſciences of the called people of Gods The'thing that 
Fhavero declareis this: that it is the deſipne of the Lor# Chriſt, to 
rake away fin, out of the conſuiences of hi'called people : whereby the 
ed of God may have the anſwer of ai good conſcience towards 
God: 1Per. 3:21. that the' conſciences of Gods called, are 
clear, and white, and'/pure; and undefiled from fin, and tranſ- 
grefſion; chrough the apprehenſion of the efficacy of the death, 
andreſurre&ion of the Lord Fefin Chriſt': whereby they are be- 
gotten unto # lively hope, by the reſurreFion of Jeſww Chriſt from the 
dead; 1 Pet. 1. 3. whereby they may have boldneſſe before the 
throne of grace; even the throne of that God who hatlrezes that 
wiltbebold wo iniquity : Before therhrone of that God , whos a 
conſuming fire, Hebr. 12. 29. 
This is theeffe& of the faith of Gods cle; to puritie' the 
heart. The Lord pot no difference between us and them;purifying their 
hearts by faith, Aﬀs 15.9. What can here be meant by theword 
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without ſþot :if it be not. without. þotgthen is it NOT pwre. Thar 
by heart is meant nothing tele than conſcience, is proved by 
other places of Scripture, Prov. 14. 30. A ſound heart the life of 
the And Prov. 15+ 13- A good heart maketh a cheerſull counte« 
zaxce. But leſt ſome ſhould ſay, that by the word heart,is meant 
lefſe than conſcience, Iſball deſire to ſpeak plain. Hebr. 9. 9. the 
Apoſtle ſhewing the weaknefle of legall ſacrifices, and ſervices, 
ſaith, that they cond not make him that did the ſervice perfef?, as 
pertaining to the conſcience. But the prieſthood of Chriſt Feſus, the 
Mediator of a better T eftament, eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes, hath 
donethat which the Law could not do : How much more ſpall the 
blood of Chriſt who without ſpot offered himſelf to God, pttrge your con» 
ſciences from dead works, to ſerve the living God. Heb. 9-14. The Law 
could not make perfelt, as pomney to the conſcience , but what the 
Law could not doin that it was weak; through the infirmities 
of fleſh, that Chriſt Feſi« hath done by his ſacrifice , of him» 
ſelfe. 

We reaſon thus: if Chr:ſtdid not purge the conſcience, then 
is it yet impure; then is not his purgation as pertaining to the 
conſcience,of more efficacy than legall purgations were : they 

ed not the Conſcience, no more did he : Bur it is plain that. 
c $4 purge the conſcience. Now it he did purge, as per- 
taining tothe conſcience, then is the conſcience pure and un» 
defiled; if it benot pure and undehiled, then did not he purge 
it. Butthat Chriſt did purge the conſcience is plaing Heb. 10.2. 
Becauſe the worſbippers once purged ſhould have had no more conſcience 
ef ſins. It is the drift of the Api in this place, to ſhew the 
reaſon why the Law ſacrifices did ceaſe to C offcred , becauſe 
they could not make the commers thereunto perfeft: That they were 
not made perfeQt, is proved, becauſe they had conſcience of ſon. 
But now the offering of Chriſt, hath perfelted for cver, them that are 
ſanTZified, Heb. 10. 14. It they be perfeRted, then are they pur- 
ged; if purged, the comers thereunto muſt have no more con» 
{cience of fin: But they draw xigh unto God, with are heart, in 
full aſſurance of faith, having their hearts ſprinkled from an evill con- 
ſeience, and their bodies waſved with pure water. Heb. 10. 22. 

By this we may underſtand what is meant by thoſe meta- 

ih ricall ſpeeches, which weread of, Reve!. 3.4. and 4. 4. and 


6. 21» 
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6.11. with many other places; where the Saints are ſet out un- 
to us, in white rayment, trom the crown of the headzto the ſoale 
of the foot. This white ray ment ſignitying, not onely that pu- 
ritic, and cleanneflſe which they have before God: but alſo 
that purity and cleanhefle of conſcience, contilting inthe appre- 
henfion of that glorious eſtate and condition, whereinto they 
were ſtated by the death and paſſion of the Lord Feſws Chriſt. 

Ithink it is ſufficiently proved, that the conſciences of the 
called people of God, are purged, and purified from all -man=- 
ner of fin, and ch: and it would belawfull for me 
to proceed, did there not an obje&ion lie in way ; which may 
be an occaſion of ſtumbling, untothoſe that are weak : -and 
have not their ſences exerciſed in ſuch manner of queſtions as 
theſe are. | 

The obje&ion is this : If we ſay that we have no ſin,'we deceive 
our ſelves, and the truth # not in us * 1 Joh+ 1+ 8. If we ſay we have 
not finned , we make him a lyar , verſe 10. In many things we 

end _ 3-2. with many like places. Now ſaith the ob- 
&ion, if we have fin, how can we beclean?if we'be cleanſed, 


Þ] 
how is it that we have fin ? 

This objeQion is eaſily anſwered, by the words immediate- 

ly going before, viz. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth #s 
from all fin : 1 Joh. 1.7. and then preſently follows ; If we ſay we 
have no fin, &c. verſ. 8. Now herewill lie the difficulty; if we be 
cleanſed from a how have we any ?if we have yet any, how are 
we cleanſed from a!/? For the clearing of an anſwer; I muſt 
intreat you to conſider of fin, in a twofold reſpe&t, as hath 
been ſpoken at large before, viz. fir, in the converſation, and 
fin in the corſc;ences The called of God are not quite purged 
from fin in conzerſation, for all our righteouſneſſes are as an wnclean 
thing : Iſa. 64. 6. The called of God arequite cleanſed from fin 
In conſcience. 

I ſhall ſpeak a riddle to ſome, to whom it is not given to 
know the myſteries of the kingdome, but you to whom itis 
given, will underſtand what1fhall ſay: The thing is this, that 
as it is poflible, for'a man that hath been beyond compariſon 
frit, and upright in his converſation, to have a foule and pol- 


luted conſezenceza heart clouded with ignorance , and eſtranged 
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om thebife of God. So is it pollible, for a man that hath been 
fo a finer, and is not yet wholly cleanſed from a1 
wickednefſc in converſation (which no man is) to.have a con- 
ſcience, as whiteasthe ſnow, and as pureas the wooll: if this 
ſcema ſry unto you, thas fin in the fleſh,ſhould ſtand with 
ity of conſcience; take theſe Reaſons to make it plain: If 
purity of conſcience could be found no where but where there 
ispurity in the fleſh ; a pure Conſcience could not. at all be 
found upon the earth, in regard that there 35 nowe that doth good, 
nonetone: Rom. 3. 12. Again, purity of conſcience doth not take 
hisriſe; from purity of converſation. But purity of converſation, 
ariſcth from purity of conſczence. The originall of = of 
conſcience ariſeth hence, from the apprehenſion of all our im- 
purities, and uncleannefle, to be 13id pon Chriſt: Ila. 53 6.10 be 
taken away by Chriſt, Joh. 1. 29. Herein doth the conſtience of a 
beleever reſt z7: Jeſus Chriſt crucified, and made ſin for ns. 

This that hath been ſpoken, may ſerveco open unto us a 
doore of underſtanding, whereby thoſe places which ſeem ſo 
contrary may be made plain. If we ſay we bave no ſny&c- and 
yetis it ſaid : He that 51 born of God doth not commit fin, for his ſeed 
remainetb in him: And be cannot fan becauſe he ## born of God. 1 Joh. 
3- 9 What have we here? is not the Apoſtle born of God? are 
not they to whom he writeth, born of God? Yes,without con= 
tradiftion: yet doth he confefle, that he and they havefin;and 
again he ſaith, He zbat #8 hors of God cannot fin. It is not unknown 
unto many that ſhall read this, how many windings, and 
turnings, many unſound, and unſavyourie diſtingions, 
have been inventcd by the wit of man; toreconcile theſe plas 
ces : which. are eaſily reconciled by that which hath been 
ſpoken : Thecallcd of God (cycnthe moſt upright of them) 
havefinin the fleſb,they have fin in the converſation. Bur they 
have no fin, neither can they have any fin inthe conſciexce : for 
the tre faith of Gods elef, and fininthe conſcience, can no more 
ſtand rogether,then light and darkneſle. 

Let this that hath been ſpoken, become a'rouchſtone to try 
our faith by; Doth thy faith-puritie the heart through the ap- 
prehenfion of the blood of Jelus? doth-it cleanſe thy conſci- 
ence from all fin? ſo that not one reraineth behind ? Then 

ath 
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hath it this property of a true faith. But when the ſoul hall 
thus conceive within it ſelf, that this ſin,or that fin lieth yer 
upon me, if it were not for ſuch, or ſuch a fin, (greater it may 

be than ordinary) I ſhould judge my (elf in a happy condi- 
tion. Give me leave, with patience, to declare thine crrour. 
' Surely Chriſt cleanſeth not imperfeAly, he doth not waſh 
away ſomeſtains, and leave others: if he cleanfe thee not from 
this fin, he hath cleanſed thee from no fin.If he hath not clean- 
fed thee from any one fin, ſurely he hath waſhed thee from 

none at all; for he hath » a3 was ſpoken before. But 
thou haſt one fin yet anpardoned, unwaſhed away- Idemand 

of thee; who ſhall waſh it away ? and when ſhall it be waſhed 

away ? ſeeing Chriſt dieth no more , he ſheddeth hu blood no more, 

he offereth no more : I confeffe a man that knows not Jeſus may 

preſume of the pardonof all his fins, and fee his conſcience 

purged by a falſe Chriſt. But I'will be bold to affirm, that he 

_ _ not all his fins taken away, never knew the true 

rift. 

_ Thus havewe ſeenthedeſigneof the Lord Chrift, to purge 
the conſciences of his called people , that they ſhall have. no 
more conſcience of fin. Now if this be ſo; do you defire that 
Ifhould ſhew you a place where joy and gladnefſe dwell?where 

ſorrow, and fighing ( in reſpe& of unpardoned fin)have no 

more place? But everlaſting comforts reſt upon their heads. 

Behold, it is the conſcience of Gods called ones, that are 

bronght unto the apprehenſion of the light of the glory of God in 

the face of Fefws : whoſe joy cannot betaken away , whoſe con 

forts cannot be ſpoiled. Now bleſſed , thrice bleſſed are the 

people, that are in ſach a caſc. Bleſſed are the people who bave their 

reſt im the God : who hath ſberved them the path of life : in whoſe pre- 
ſence 3s fieineſſe of 519, at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures for ever- 
more: Pſal. 16. 11, 

I is now time that Iſhonld come to ſhew you the thing 
away of ſen conſidered in the third reſpett, asit is taken away 
out of the ſight of God: the defigne of Chriſt by the appoint- 
ment of the Farber, to take away fin,out of the fight of God. 
Chriſt is ſet forth unto us as a propitiation, and a Lambe of atone- 
ren, an offering for fir, Iſa. 53. 10. When thon ſpalt make his ſoule 
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#n offering for ſinzche firlt confideration will be: to {er forth;thar 
Chriſt offered an ering to God. The ſecond will be; to declare 
the end, and fe of bu offering. 

Firſt, that Chriſt offered a ſen-offering to God. Chriſt was made 
by God our high Pricſt. Now every Priefi #s ordained for men. in 
things pertaining unto God to offer up ſacrifices for fins : Hebr. 5. 1. 
Thi he did onee, when he offered up himſelf, Hebr. 7. 27. that is, he 
onee offered for the tins of che people : which is confirmed un- 
co us, Hebr. 9.14. Hho through vhe eternall Spirit offered himſclfe 
withomt ſpot ts God. By this it appears, that Chrift Jeſus was an 
offeringunto God : But what was the etieC of this offering? 
even to make atonement, to make peacegtO redecme # from the curſe 
of the Law, from the tribulation, and anguitlh, indignation and 
wrath, which the Law had threatned , and mutt have{ of ne- 
ceflity ) fallen upon us, had not he been made « crrſe for ws. But 
in.him «be Father hath declared himſelf wel pleaſed;I fay,well 
pleaſed in him, that ſo through him the Father might mani- 
teſtunto us, bis eternall pleaſure;and we again,might through 
him bave batdneſſe of ay before the throne of hws grace. 

Pur here comes a difficult queſtion to be dilculled : whether 
wrath and indignation did now lic upon the creature for lin, 
in reſpe& of God : Ianſwer, No. And my reaſon is ; becauſe 
we had an high Prieſt over the houſe ofGod,which was with= 
out beginning, and end of dayes, between whom, and the Fa- 
ther allthings are ated and tranſaFed before the world began: 
and therefore we read of eternall life promiſed before the world be- 
gan: Tit. x. 2. But it this be ſo, how is Chriſt ſaid to deliver us 
from wrath ? 

Anſwer. I will ſhew you in the words of the Apoſtle, 1 The. 
I..10. feſi which delivered s from wrath to come : from wrath 
which muſthave fallen agen us, if Jeſus had not been a Me- 
diator. Give mea time whercin his prieſthood, and ſacrifice, 
was not preſent, and cffeQuall wich the Father; and I will 
grant ,that all that time, the creaturelicth under wrath. Buc 
that you may ſecthat theſe things were tranſafted with the 
Father (according to his good pleaſure) before the meſſenger of 
the Covenant Rad offered himſclt upon the Crofle, you have the 
witneſlc of the Father from heaven , This is my Leloved Son, in 
whom 
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whom I am well pleaſed. The Sonhad not yer a@ually ſuffered, 
hisblood was not yet ſhed upon the crofſe, and yet the Father 
ſaith, Iam well pleaſed, I am contented. 

The Father is well pleaſed, bur it is inthe Son,and that bes. 
fore his ſufferings; to ſhew that he was a Lambe ſlain from the 
foundation of the world. Burt it the Father were well pleaſed be- 
fore his ſuffering, what need was there that his blood ſhould 
bc ſhed ? Will that God which doth nothing in vain, cauſe 
the blood of his Son to be fled in vain? ſurely no. What is ic 
then? did the ſuffering of Chriit onely reſpet the ſatisfufion 
of the conſciences of belecvers? I anſwer. That the ſatisf ation 
of their conſciences was herein reſpeRed, Idare not deny:bue 
that the ſhedding \of the blood or Chriſt, did oncly reſpe& 
their conſcicnces I dare not afftirme. But Imuſtſay, that the 
Juſtice of God revealed inthe Law, did require that his blood 
{ſhould be ſhed ; and that the Father manifeſts himfelf well 
pleaſed in his Son before his paſſion, doth preſuppoſe (TIwant 
words to cxprefic what I would) his paſſion; ( that in reſpe& 
of man was yet tocome) to be preſent with the Father. Great 
3s the myſtery of godlineſſe, and who 4 ſuſfi:ient for theſe things? 1 
have thus farre declared unto you the office of Chriſt, inthe 
pulling down of fin. The ncxt thing that I have todeclarc, is 
the deiigne of Antichriſt, in ſetting up fin, and pulling down 
rightcouſncſle; in ſccking to build that which Chriſt hath de+ 
ſtroyed, in deftroying that which Chriſt hath builc. 

There is a great queltion who is Antichriſt, and divers an- 
ſwer , many things diverfly ; every one according to his 
thoughts :ſome think the Pope of Rome is Antichriſt, ſome the 
. Biſbeps, Come the Twrke, &c. But give meleave to tell you what 
I conceive, that to tye the name of Antichriſt to a particular 
man, or to any particular ſucceſſion of men, is to confine hinx 
unto too narrow a bound :I will not deny but that the Pope 
is a principall member of Azticbriſt, of the man of ſin, the head: 
if you plcaſe. But Idobelceve the Pope and Antichriſt to differ, 
as the parr, and the whole, as the head, and the body : And I. 
conceive the great Antichriſt, to be that mylticall body of ini- 
quity, which oppolcth Jeſus Chriſt, Antichriſt is as much as to: 


lay,againſt Chrilt: whoſoever doth feek to deſtroy that which 
C 2 the 
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the Lord Feſws rath buile up, or to build up that which the 
Lord hath pluck'd down, the fame is againit Chriſt, and ia fo 
much a member of the great Antichriſt. That thefe things may 
be moreplain, I ſhall conſider the Lv of fr: in that threefold 
confideration before ipoken of, namely, 1. Sin in: the converſa- 
tion. 2. Sin in the conſcience. 3. Sinin the ſight of God. _ 

Firit, fin in the converſation. It cannot be denicd, but thar he 
that will endeavour to ſet up fin in the converſation of the 
ple, is indecd againſt Chrift, and foa man of tin; a litnbe of An- 
z4Þrift : but yet our Saview hath declared anto us, that the 
great man of fix, the great Antichriſt, ſhall not be ſopalpable, as 
to ſer up ſin, in theconverſation; but that he ſhall come unto 
us in great bo/anefſe, zealey and ſftriftreſfſe, with cyes, and hands 
lifeed np to heaven, as thongh his converſation were indeed 
there-Thusls fulllled thae which was foreſpoken by our Lord; 
Beware of falſe prophets, which come nnt» you in fheeps cloathing, but 
wwardly they are revening wookves, Matth. 7. 15. Like thoſe pro» 

ets of old : whodid weare arongh garment to deceive, Zach. 13. 
4- For there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſt, and falfe Prophets, and ſball ſhew 
great fignes aud wonders : infomnch that if it were poſſible , they ſhall 
deceive the very elef?. Matt. 24. 24. Satan + transformed into an An» 

el of light. 

Folſe Apoſtles, deceirfull workers, transforming themſelves into the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, transformed as the Miniſters of righteonfncſſe, 2 
Cor. 11. 14. They are zealors, they make a faire ſbew in the fleft: 
Gal. 6, 12. The coming of the man of fin is, after the working of 
Satan, with all power, «nd ſugnes, and lying wonders : with all de- 
ceiveableneſſe of unrighteonſneſſe: 2 Thel. 2. 9,10.He doth great won- 
ders, fo that be maketh fire to come down from beaven, in f 4 fight of 
men: Rev. 13. 13. even bringing many excellent truths ot God, 
kindled at theflames of his altar. 

Onething more obſervable is,that ſuch ſhall be his carriage; 
that hefha}] notonely deceive others, but himſelf alſo: ſo that 
in his own efteeme he ſhall be none other, but the fervant of 
the true God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

Wearedeceived within ourſelves, if we look for Antichriſt, 
tocome like the heathen Bacchne, aggering up and down in 
the ſtreees, wallowing in his yomit ; we are . rye; we look 

or 
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for Antichriſt, among the lewd ſons of Belial, roaring in the 
Taverns. No, we ſhall find him in the Temple ; ſooner tad him 
in the Plpit : you ſhall find him at deyotion, with great zeale, 
inſomuch that whoſoever hath not the ſpirit of diſcernin 
ſhall preſame, that he is one of an excellent ſpirit: Lietle wout 
any man ſuſpe&ſo much fraud, tolic in ſo holy a breaſt : (ac- 
cording to appearance) like unto him that feeing a Ct fir, (as 
their cultome is) ſaid, who could beleeve that ſo much cruelt 
fhould lark under ſo meek a countenance? So when we loo 
upon this mar: of fir, who conld have imagined, that fo much 
deceit,ſhould lark under ſo fapercilious a brow ? | 

Alas, how open do thoſe men lie unto deceit? who have no 
other touchſtone for doArine ; but the zeale and holinefſe of 
the converſation. This muſt needs betruesfay fome,tor Theard 
a very holy man deliver it. Alas poore foule: doeft not thou 
know that beaſt-like doftrine, drops often from men of hol 
converſation ? Doſt not thou feethat the man of ſin, is as ta 
in the holinefſc of converſatien, as the true Saints of God?as 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt? His garment as rough, his countenance 
as ſtedfaft, his ſnpplications as frequent, his zeale as great. O 
_ beware of Cle Prophets, ſearch the Scriptures , try all 

ings. 

But you will fay, if it be ſo, how ſhall Iknow the mar of ſin,” 
if I meet him? is it not ſaid, by their fruits ye ſhall know them?Mat. 
7. 16. if ſuch he the fruits of the man of ſry how ſhall I be able. 
todiſcern him ? Tothis Tanſwer. That there are two ſorts of 
fruits; the fruits of -o7werſation, and the fruits of DoGrine : the 
fruits of the /;ps, and the fruits of the handr. Tcreate the fruit of 
the lips, Ifa. $7.19. | 

Now the ſureſtway to difcover Antichri fo is by the frhic of 
hislips, by the difcipline of his mouth -if we look upon the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt and the man of ſir, we ſhall find both of them 
holyin converfation; yea ſo holy that who can diſcern them, 
the one from the other. Therefore muſt we expe& the voice, 
and ponder the Doftrine: itis the counſell of an Apoſtle in the 
ſame cafe. If any man come, and bring not this DoQrine, receive him 
not into your houſe, neither bid him God ſeed, 2 Joh. 10. If weor an 
Angel from heaven preach any other Goſpel untd you; Gal. 1.8. W _ p 
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— wolf cometh in ſheeps cloathing, how ſhall we diſcern in the 
FOE 


ch is the woolfe,when arefleeced aliketmuſt we 
not waituntill they utter their voices, and then we ſhall diſ- 
cern that the one bleateth, the other barketh. We read of a beaſt, 
Revel. 13. 11, (the Lord deliver us from him ) zhat bath bornes 
like a lambey and heſÞakg& 4 Dragon. Though we cannor diſcern 
him by his horns, yet we may eafily know him by his Dragon- 
like yoice. _ 

A man of Cumedid put a Lyons skin very artificially upon 
the back of an Afſe ; The inhabitants of the place were much 
rercified, ſuppoſing that. a Lyon indeed had been come a» 
mongf them 3 untill the Aﬀe( at his accuſtomed time) began 
to bray like an Af ; ſoſoon as they heard , not the roaring 
of the Lyon, but the braying of an Aſle, their fears was chan- 
ged into laughter. | 

What was the courſe that Zephthab took to diſcern the E- 
pbramites, from the Gileadites, at the foords of Fordan, Judg.12. 
6. their faces were alike, their harnefle alike, their colours 
alike, their garments alike; and yet he diſcerneth them by 
their tongues. Say now Shibboleth, and he ſaid ſubboleth, for be could 
not frame to pronounce zt. This will be the triall of the Mar of ſen, 
of the members of Antichriſt,when they that have their ſences 
exerciſed, ſhall diſcerne them tocry libboleth in the Dofrine 
of godlineſle. Rs 

Sure it is that this is the onely certain way of diſcerning: 
There is indeed another way,which is, very probable, but no 
ſocertain in a double reſpeRt. It is by his ſcarlet coat, or gown: 
the woman that ſetteth on the beaſt, s arayed in purple, and ſcarlet co= 
lour, Revel. 17. 4. the beaſt himſelf, was ſcarlet coloured, verl. 3. 
tbe great Dragon is for colour red, Rev. 12. 3.and that great City 
was clothed in fine lirten, popes and ſcarlet, Reve}.18.16. Give me 
leaveto ask this Man of S:n a queſtion. 

©. Who is this that cometh trom Sion? with died garments 
from Jeruſalem ? | 

Anſ. 1, evenI, the man of fin, the ſon of perdition. 

Q&. Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy gar- 
ments like him that treadcth in the winefar? 

Anſ.. My feet are of Iron, and my nayls of Brafſe,l have de- 


vourcd, 
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vourcd, and broken in peeces, and ſtamped the refidue with 
my fect : I have made warre with the Saints, ard prevailed 
againſt chem,Dan. 7.49.21, 
I have ſprinkled my garments, with the blood of the Saints 
of the molt high. . 
Accrtainnote of a falſe Church is perſecution. King James 
upon Rev.20. if thetruc Church do perſecute,if Sarah will cait 
out Hagar, ſhe doth what ſhe ought not todo, and thething is 
grievous in Abrabams light. Seeſt thou then a generation of 
men, that are reiolved to convert all men (AMahomer like)with 
guns, and pittols, with ſwords,and ſtaves, with firc,and fagor, 
with bonds, and impriſonments, (-Iſpeak not againſt defence 
of the rights, and liberties ) ſurely this is either the falſe 
Church of Antichriſt, the man of ſin, the red dragon; orelle it is 
the true Church, torgetting the command of her Lord, and 
Saviour. Let them alone, Matth. 15. 14. If the true Church do 
ſo much forget her ſelt, as thus to do, ſhe mnit be contenred 
to hear a word of reproofe, and to be remembred that the ſer- 
vants of the Lord muſt not ſtrive : but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
zeach, patient, in meekneſſe inftruQZing thoſe that oppoſe themſetves © 2 
Tim. 2. 24, 25. 
Bur here ſome will plead for the mz of ſtn,that he doth well 
to perſecute, or at leait that the true Church doth well to per- 
ſccute men that are contrary minded. For did not Aſa Bev a 
covenant, that whoſoeuer would not ſeek the Lord God of Iſrael 
ſhould be put to death, whether ſmall or great, whether man or woman: 
2 Chron. 15. 13. | 
I anſwer : That Eli prayed, and fire came down from hea- 
ven, and deyoured the Captains with their fitties, 2 Kin. 1.10. 
Yet when the diſciples would have had our Saviour to have 
deſtroyed the Samaritaner, in the like manner, becauſe the 
would not receive him, they were ſharply rebuked of him: Te 
know not of what ſpirit ye are, Luke 9. 55. The caſe between ſz 
qnd us, was very ditterent : for ficlt Aſa had the command of 
God for what he did, Dem. 13. but we have the command of 
God different. Let doth grow together untill the harveſt, at:. 
13.30. Againg,a ſecond difference is, that the whole people 
were members of a nationall Church by Gods Nh" 
| anc 
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and ſowere ſubjeft to ſuch cenſares as the Lord had com« 
manded t6 be cxectted upon diſobedient members, that they 
ſhould be cut off : which things were a of that ſpiritual 
death, wherewith the grear King of Judah ſhall avenge him- 
ſelf at his glorious appearing,of all thoſe that would not have 
God the liberty —_—_— againſtrefraQory members,by her 
heavy cenſures, of delivering overunto Sarox.Bat the queſtion 
will be, whether or no Hſe might lawfully have impoſed this 
covenant upon the Edomites, or Arabjans, (if they had been 
under his power) and have cauſed them to turn proſelytes 
Ne enche =_ ny iſh offend gainft 
at Mrate may puni ors 2 ce 
and liberty we grant; but hat he ſhould compell the eaſe 
ence to be of this or thatjudgement in Religion we cannot ſee: 
that the profeſſors of the Goſpel ſhouſd ſerk to convert men to 
the knowledge of the Word, andprofeſſion of the ſame,by tor- 
ments, and cruelties, is ſtrange to ns; we profefſe we have not 
ſo g—_ —_ = {0 bo the _ recover their 
tghcs and priviledges, by force, and might ; let them revenge 
pa diſobedience according unto ——_—_ deſert. Bat let 
the Gaſpel bepropagated by the twoedged ſword of Gods 


rit. 
But I mnſt procced nofarther in this, but come unto the ſe 
cond Confideration of for iz the conſcience, unto which I will 
alſo joynethe third :namely, the confideration of fir in the 
pk ve And _ I ſhall fhew you, _ is the y of 
iſt, to ſet mthe conſcientty and in 0 O 
perſwace the 4 eTY thatfimis nor:yet run 4k ont of the 
light of God, that ſo he _ keep thoſe under bondage, who 


are yet intangled, that ſo (if it were poſſible)he mighr bring 
them back again into e-whoare already ſcaptd ; that 


old Serpent envying nothing morethan the peace, and joy of 
the Saints of God. 4 o joy 
This was an old plot of the man of fm, working by a myſie- 
ry of iniquity inthe falſe Hpoſierot oldgwho taught the peo- 
pic beleeving in God ; that yebe circumciſed after the man» 
ret of Myfer, ye carmet be ſaved : A&t.15. x. As though hitherto, 
having 
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having looked atſalvation accompliſhed in Feſw, and remiſ- 
fion of fins in his blood, they had been altogethee deceived, 
and had beleeved alye, for (according to their dorine) 


there is more required than thus : for except ye be circumciſed af" 


ter the manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſued. 

And that the ayme of this projet was to bring the people 
into bondage again, appearcth by that exhortation of the 
Apoſtle : Stand fail therefore in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath 
nede 1s free, and be not again intangled with the yoke of bondage: 
Gal. 5-1. And that the working at the myſtery of iniquitie was 
forming this upon the Anvile, appeareth alſo in- the Church 
of Corinth, 2 Cor. 11. 20. Te ſuffer if a man bring you into bondage, 
if a man devoxre you, &rc. In which words the Apoſile doth ler 
out unto us the whole, and onely ayme of thoſe counterteic 
apoſtles, to bring rhe people into bondage again. 

Thar it was the end and ſcope, of that working myſtery of 
iniquity, to declare fin unpardoned ; appeareth plain by their 
horrid policy ſtriking at the very root, and foundation of all: 
viz, tO deny Chrift coming in the ReÞb Joh. 2.22. or if come in the 
fled, todeny him tobe riſen again, 1 Cor. 15. Now if Chriſt be 
not come in the fleſh, what will follow ? but that the world li- 
cth yet in theirfins. Nay although Chriſt be comein the ficſh, 
and if he be not riſen from the dead, your faith it vain, and ye are 

Jet inyour ſins: 1 Cor-15. 17. Now that this is the fort and great 
work, thatthe me of ſin ſo much defires to win from the peo» 
plc of God, that they are yet in their fins, appeareth plaine 
rom that firſt working of the myſtery of iniquitie: even in the 
Apoſtles dayes. Thus you ſee Chriſt and. Antichriſt, the Son of 
righteouſneſſe, and the max of ſo ed each to other; whac 
the one buildeth,the other down;what the one pulleth 
down, the other buildeth : If it be granted unto me , that he 
that ſettcth up fin in the ſight of Grd, or conſciences of Gods called 
c : After Chriſt hath taken it away y may very jufily be 
called a man of ſin : an oppoſer of Chriſt Tas: I ſhall then pro» 
ceed, tocharge the 44an of Sin more plainly, that his face may 
be Aſcoreres, and his viſage known unto thoſe that. ſhall cait 
their eyes upon him. Iſhall here preſitme to challenge Rome, 


and thoſe that do any way conſpire with her,in many of their 
D founda- 
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foundarions;tobe oppofite unto Chrilt in the ſetting up of fin, 
which he harh taken away. _ 

1. That Baptiſime taketh away fin, purgeth the ſoul , not 
onely inconſcience, bur alſo in the fight of God, is a Doftrine 
common with Romer favourites, and boldly held forth by 
ſome, without any blufbing in the whoores forchead. Now 
what is this but the man of fin, to deny that the Lamb of God 
hath taken away the fin of the world ? Either Chriſt hath fi- 
niſhed, taken away fin ; orhe hath not finiſhed it, by his one 
and alone offering : if he have not;then hath the Sri ture de- 
ccived us (which God forbid ſhould enter into the beart of 
man:) if he hath takenir away, what truth will be found in 
this do&rine? Imay not forget,to premiſe a diſtinAtion where« 
with the whore ſecketh to cover her fraud, and the mar of ſm 
to ſhrowd his deceit. The diſtinRion is found in Bellarmine,and 
others, viz. of price, and application. Inreſpe& of a price payd, 
they confefle that ſatisfaQtion is made for all fins,paſt,preſent, 
and to come; but in reſpeQ&of application of the price,it is made 
by Ba tiſme, AC. 

To ſhew the fraud of this diſtin&ion, I ſhall ask one queſti- 
on: Wherher any perfe&ion be to the creature , without the 


application of this rap ? 
Anf. Sarely no, but by one offering he hath perfeFed for ever them 


that are ſenflified, Hebr. 10. And we have the revelation of God, 
that the price is not onely payd, but that alſo the Father 4 well 
?'eaſed, Marth. 3. the new Coucmant #s ratified from the time of 
the death ofthe Teſtator. 

That ſuch things as theſe ſhould come from Rome, that the 
hot climate of Afica ſhould breed ſnakes and ſerpents is no 
wonder: Bntwho could have thought to have found ſuch in 
England ? profeſſing themſelves at variance with the whore? 
That ſhoufd Rand up in defence of this Propoſition? That 
Bapriſme waſheth away fin ?and yer this'is too true. Asdivers 
can teſtific whoſe cares have been witneſſes ; And to this pur- 
poſe (leſt their words ſhould ſeem to want weight) they flie 
onto thar parnewiyeln Ananias ſpeaks to Paul in theſe words, 
Ariſe, and be baptized, and waſb away thy fins, calling on the Name of 
the Lird AO. 22, 16, Aplain text. For anfiver rothis : Tſhall 

produce 
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produce noother thing, than what I then demanded , whe» 
ther thoſe words were ſpoken to a beleewer, ar an awnbeleever? 
The Anſwer is, to a beleever; otherwiſe, he ought not to have 
been exhortcd to ſubmiſſion unto Baptiſme.If theſe words were 
ſpoken to a beleever, Ibeſecch you to confider ſeriouſly, the ex» 
tent of this Argument : which would make us conceive, that 
ſins are not yet pardoned to a beleever ; but that a belecyer 
may havehis fins unpardoned: which Ileave toyour cenſure. 
But ſome will ſay, what meancth then this terme: waſh away 
thy ſins. I anſwer : This is none other .then, Break off thy ſans, a 
waſhing in converſation, that it may appeare before the face of 
the world, that thou art another manner of manthan hither- 
tothou haſt appeared for tobr. They that are already waſbedin 
reſpelt of Gods impntation, they that are already waſhed in _o— 
jnreſpe@ of manifeſtation, and apprehenſion of the grace of Godin Fe» 
ſus, may yet, and ought to be exhorted to waſh ;n reſpe& of converſation. 

- Thus you fee the ſubtiltic of the Serpent how cloſely he 
lurketh, how cunningly he bchaveth himſelf, to oppoſe the 
eruth of God, toſetup fin again, and to bring the conſcience 
under bondage. . 

Now Ihave begun, Iwill be bold to challenge the manof ſon, 
in other of his ines, deſtruQive unto the manifeſtation 
of the grace of God, in remiſſion of fins ; viz. his doGrine of re- 
pentanceg that repentance waſheth away ſin, and that there is no 
forgivenefſe with God before repentance: is ſo commonly,and 
ordinarily known unto you, that it need not be confirmed by 
teſtimonies againſt him, If he ſhould deny that he hath taught 
the people any ſuchthing , his own mouth will- be witneffe 
againft him, his own writings will condemne him;and indeed 
the thing is more plain than can be denied : And he is fo farce 
from denying of it, that he will rather ſtand to defend it. And 
what more contrary unto the grace of God ? 

Now that the originall of thiserror may be diſcovered,thas 
the weaknefle of this grand worke may be diſcerned; and a 
doore to anſwer his obJeCtions opened : Iſhall defire you to con- 
fider the difference, of the manifeſtation, of remiſſion of fins in 
Scripture, according to the difference , of the Covenant mani- 


felted in the ſame : In the firſt covenant, the worldly ſantnary, 
D 2 Hebr. 
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Hebr. 9+ 1- the carnall commandment, Hebr. 7. 16. I ſay in that 
eovenant- asthere was no remiflion for ſome'fins;fo,comrition, 
eonfeſſin, and ſatiefaltion ({uch as that law required) of the in- 
ner muſt needs go before remiſſion of any fin : But in the grace 
of the new covenantin the blood of Jeſus : Remiſſion of ſins, ( yea 
if thatit begramedthatfaith is the knowledge of remiſlion) 
and the manifeftation of remiſſion alſo, muſt go before godly con- 
trition, or confeſfion 3 ( for ſatsfaFion, we cannot well beare 
with the word )if it be objefted that, that worldly tabernacle - 
was a patterne of heavenly things, for ſo it was eommanded 
Afoſes, that he ſhould make it according to the faſhion which he had 
feen, AQ. 7. 44: Theſe rbings ſerve unto the example, and ſbadow of 
heavenly things, as Moſes was admoniſbed of God when be was about 
20 mike the tabernacle, for ſo ſaith he, that thou make all things, accord= 
ing to the patterne ſherwed thee in the monm : Hebr. 8.5. if conn 
trition went before remiſſion in the earthly ſhadow, it muſt needs 
doſo in theendleſſe life ; for they were one like another,one the 
pattern of another. 

I anſwer : That the contrizion,&c. is conſiderable in our high 
prieſt, orin the people (both prieſt, and pooping and ſacrifice in 
the Law, being types of our High Prieft)now we ſay that in 
che Prieſt Chriſt Jeſivs, contrition wene before remiſſion; He was 
bruiſed, be was broken, yea be was ſlain before any remifhon 
could be ed rothe miſerable ſons of Adm: for with- 
out blood there te no remiſſion, Hebr. 9.22. So that in the 
Covenant of this endlefle life, the contrition, confeſſion (I pray 
beare with the word) and ſatzefaFion, blood ſbedding of Chriſt the 
Mediator, malt needs go before remiſſion : But that remiſſion ob« 
tained by rhe Mediator, yea faith(the knowledge of remiſſion) 
muſt needs go before the godly contrition or confeſſion of the 
creature. | 

I will ſpend a little timeto opentheſe two Propoſitions,and 
to clear the truth of them , that I may cake away occafion 
from them who ſeek occaſion, that they may have no more 
plea before the people to ſpeakevill of thethings they do not 
underftand. For the firſt of them, that #1 the old Covenant , con- 
trition, CONFESSION, and legal ſatirfation, goes before remiſſion, 
Although ic need no proofe, yet for illaſtration, Iſhall ſpea <1 
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word, and referre them that delire farther ſatisfa&ion herein, 
unto. the fourth, fith, and fixth Chaprers of Leviticus, wherein 
theſe things are ſet down atlarge: Levie. 5.546. it isthus writ» 
ten: And it ſoal be when he ſball be guilty in one of theſe things; that 
be ſhell confeſſe that be hath ſinned in that thing; And be ſhall bring 
but treſÞ uſe offering, unto the Lord for bis ſin which be hath ſinned, « 
female of the flock, a lambe, or akid of the goats for a ſin offering,and 
the P rieft ſball make an atonement for him concerninig bus ſin, and it 
ſhall be forgiven him : ver. 10. This is the Law of theſin offering: 
confeſlion, offering, atonement, and then forgivenelie; no for- 
ivenefle to be looked for without theſe: And this alſo is the 
rophets, Ezek. 18. 21, 22. But if the wicked will twrn from all bis 
ſis, that be hath committed, and keep all my ſtatutes, arid ; do. that 
which 1s lawfall and. right ; be ſpall ſirely live, be ſbalinot die : All be 
tranſpreſſions that he hath committed they ſhall. not be mentioned uno 
him in his righteouſneſſe that he hath done, be foall live.. This is the 
Prophets, to declare Ry as a means to obtain remi(> 
fion; and neither remiflion, nor the knowledge of remifhon, to 
go before, but to follow contrition 3 But this ts notthe G-ſpel; 
which is eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes : The Law and the 
Prophets teach us in that Covenant; to repent and-bring our 
offcring,as a means to obtain remiſſion,to repent for remiſhon: 
butthe Goſpel teacheth us to repent anto. remiſſion, Mark 1. 4. it 
is indeed tranſlated for remiſſion; Bat w#:o , is written in the 
margent. This you ſhall ſce more.aat large in my book intitu- 
led, the Dodirine of Jobn Baptiſt. The Goſpel propoundeth unto 
us aſacrifice already offered, graghtiagiary atonement,and re- 
conciliation, already made, lin already finiſhed, and then by 
the Miniſtery of reconciliation calleth upon us to repent-unto 
remiſhon. This is the Miniftery of reconciliation (to wit) that 
Ged wat in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf, not 4mputing 
their treſÞaſſes wnto them : 2 Cor. 5. 19. Chriſt is our Prieſt , our 
ſacrifice, our atonement : He confefleth our fin,He offereth for 
our fin, He maketh a peace through his blood, and calleth up- 
en us, to belceve this peace and atonement made. But this will 
more plainly appear, when Iſhall prove unto you , that nor 
onely remiſſion, bur even faith (the knowledge of remiflios)) 
whoſe obje& is remillion of fins in Jeſus) _ necds go ans 
| 3 godly 
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a 
-contrition : Rom. 14+ 23. Whatſcever 3t not of faith, or from 
faithyss fins All contrition that proceedeth not from faith, it is 
no better then fin; but godly tance is not fin. Therefore 
it is not beforefaith, bur from faith; we donot therefore be- 
leeve remiflion of fins, becauſe we repent : but we therefore re» 
ent, becauſe we beleceve remiſſion of fins. Again thequeſtion 
1s, whether or no, —_— is not a ſacrificeof thank! giving? 
if ſo, it preſuppoſeth the. knowledge of a benekit received. 
Thirdly, to ſpeak in the language of holy Scripture, js not 
repentance ſacrifice well pl unto God ? But witboxt faith 
it% impoſſible to pleaſe God Hebr. 11. 6, I would not. be under« 
ſtood, as though I thonght the faith of Gods ele& toremaine 
any timcin the ſoul, void of repentance. But my meaning is 
wihew you the orderof thework of the Spirit of God , who 
uceth not faith by repentance, but repentance by faith. 
Again, Idonot deny but that there is a repentance of deſpaire, 
ſuch as wasthat of Fudas, going ordinarily beforethe know- 
ledge of remiſſion. But this is not godly repentance, this is 
GC deprnabines that many haye had who have yet died in 
their fins. That Imay be the better underftood :I ſhall con 
clude this with the laying down of certain P ; 
p I. Norepentance at all goeth before remiſſion, or not imputing of 
NS 
2. Jude bitrepentance goeth commonly before the knowledge of re- 
miſſun of ſins. 
3- Godly repentance goeth not before but followeth the kxowledge of 


From this that hath been ſpoken, we have a diſcovery of 
the man of fin, ſetting up fin in the conſetences of the people, and 
in the fight of God. When any fhaJl declare unto you, that you 
cannot have any forgivenefſe- with God untill you repent: 
when the Propotition converted, will and hath Gon ound 
true, viz. You cannot _ untill you have, and untill you 
perceive forgiveneſſe with God. Doth any man declare unto 
you repentance as a means to obtain remiſſion, and forgive= 
nefle at the hands of the Father. Theſe are the footfeps of the 
man of fin, of the ſon of perdition. And you haveſcen how con=- 
trary thisis tothe grace of God maniteked in the ſufferings: 
of 
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of Zeſws Chriſt : How contrary tothe voice of the glorious Gee 
fel : which through this man(thart is Jeſt Chriſt Ypreacheth xnto 
you forgiveneſſe of ſins. As 13. 38, Let us then learn tobe wiſe, 
let uslearn to diſcern this woolfe by his bark. Let the opi- 
nion, the ſhe, the profeſſion of holinefle be never ſo great; 
yertif they bring thisdodrine, beleeve them not it is but the 
man of fin :the limbs of Antichriſt : wolves in ſheeps cloathing; 
that ſeek not to feed you, but to feed wpon you. Take heed, and 
are. | 

© Thavenowopened a way, and dedared unto you how moſt 
of the Romiſh doArines, may be found guilty of this hainous 
crimez and how not R»me alone, but the Pulpits of England 
alſo may be diſcovered to be filled, with the manof fin, with 
theenemies of thegrace of God. Bat I donor intend to ſtay 
upon any more particulars ; bur I will have an open care, to 
heare indifferently,what Rome, and her children,and ſervants*-- 
can ſay for themſelves, againſt this accuſation brought forth, 
and laid totheir charge: for Ithink it unreaſonable to con- 
demne any bcfore we heare them ſpeak forthemſctves. I ſup- 
poſe they will ſay, you dous injurieto ſay we are members of 
Antichriſt, of the man of fin : for although we ſhould confeſle ic 
an crrour, as you have ſaid, yet can we free our ſelves from 
being members of that man of ſin : for it is ſaid of him, inthe 
very next words unto your text, Who oppoſeth and exalteth hims 
ſelf above all that 3s called God, or that is mob ed : ſo that he as God, 
fitteth in the Temple of God, fhewing himſelf that bes 'God. Now all 
know that we are farre from this; we worſhip the God of hea- 
yen, and fear his name. Nay Rome telleth us that we have 
little reaſon to challenge them, for oppoting all that is called 
God,or warſhipped: when as in another charge,we lay againſt 
them, that they worſhip more gods then they ought. Now un- 
to this Apologie Tanſwer. That we read of one that ſaid, Sir] 
go, but went not : And he is not reputed to have done the will 
of his Father; whatſocyer he ſaid. So if we ſhall prove that 
ſuch Doftrine as this exalteth itſelf above God, we ſhall be 
able to maintain our charge, and yon will be left unable to 
acquic your ſelves. Some by God, in the place cited,do under- 


ſtand the Zayiſtrate, whoin ſome ſence is called God : 1 bo 
al 


— — — 


The eMan of Sin &i{cavered. 


ORE <A 


,* 


ſaidye gregode, &ee that the man of fin doth: cxalt himſcle 
above Magiſtrates: And indecd this..is true,and worthy our 
obſervation, how the manof findoth cloſely cantendyto bring 
Magiſtracy in ſubjeftion unto him to make the Magiftrate 
the executioner of his luſts, and impieties. - Butthis is too nar- 
row a limitation forthe text 2which ſaith, He exelteth bimfelfe 
above all thats called God : though a go: e is called God, 
yet he is not al that is called God, orthat is worſhiped. We 
{hall defire to confider whether this man of fin be excuſable 
in this kind; ornot: and-co ſee whether the manof ſadoth not 
exalt himſelf above the God, and Father of our Lord. Feſwe 
Chriſt, who is blefied forevermore. May not he that exalteth 
himſelf above the attributes of God, be truly ſaid to exalt 
himſelf above God himſelf? for nothing is in God, but what 
is God. We ſhallthen ſhew unto-you that the man of fin doth 
exalt himſelf, aboverbe glorious attribuces of God. I will in- 
ſtance in foure. x. Trath. 2. Wiſdome. 3. Mercy. 4. Juſtice. And 
I ſhall declare how the man of fin, would appear to us to be 
more true than God. Secondly, wiſer than God. Thirdly,more 
mercifull than Gad. Fourthly, more juſt than God. 

agrees rele oleth the truth of God, in hisdo« 
Arine, and make God a lyar. The truth of God is,that he hath 
ſet forth his Son Jefws Chriſt to be 8 "4 pe for ſn, that he 
preacheth remiſſion in his name. Buc Antichrift will be bold 
todeny this, and totell you openly, that theſe things are no 
better then fables ; Chriſt hath not, nor will not take away your 
ſins, untill you have repented of them. Before your tears of 
contritzon, there is in God.no remiffiontfor you; Chriſts ſacrifice, 
and bloodſhed, cannot avail you, untill you bave waſht away 
your fins by true repentance, and ſorrow for them. Many 
things of the like nature your eyes that road them, and your 
cares that heare them are witneſſes of: And this the mon of fon, 
will impoſe to be belecved under paine of the greateſt Anathe- 
ms. And he will be readie toſay thus : Fboſoever ſaith that Feſws 
Chriſt hath taken away any mans ſin, before repentance, let him be ac* 
cir ſed. Thus will he be accounted more true than God, who 
hath ſaid the contrary,in large and exprefle terms , ſetting 
forth the death, and paſſion of our Lord Fejws, and the effica 
thereotk. 
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thereof. God ſaith onething, Antichriſt the contrary : And he 
will be beleeved, otherwile all cannot be well. Now what is 
this bur to oppole God, to exalt himſelf againſt the truth of 
God :I might inflancein many ſeverall particulars: wherein 
the mar of ſin, is neither afhamed, nor afraid, to contradiQthe 
very letter of thetext, toimpoſe a gloſle, and interpretation, 
contrary tothe manifeſt revelation of God in his Word : But 
itis not my defire to dwell upon-particulars, but to ſhew you 
a way of diſcernings$8 diſcovery in ſome few,that you may be 
able for cojudge of the reft. Now if tomake Goda lyar,oppole 
God, if God be not trac he is nolonger God. Then ſure hethac 
defireth to be beleeved, before God, to have his oracles to be ac- 
counted moretrue than God, to make void the truth of God, 
cannot be freed from exalting himſelf aboye God. © 
Secondly, let us confider if this man of findo not exals him- 
ſelf above the wiſdome of God, and would be accounted wifer 
than God. "'" | 
. The wiſadome of God hath been pleaſed, ro ſet forth his Son 
Feſus Chriſt,che Redecmer of the world, and hath given com- 
miſſion to his Apoſiler, to go preach the Goſpel or the glad tydings 
of the free grace of God, to all Nations ,Matth. 28, rg. yea as if 
this werenot large enough, to every creature, Mark 16. And to 
ſet forth a plain, and cafits way to them chat are taught of 
God, ſo plain that tbe wayfaring men _ fools ſball not erre 
therein: I{a. 35.8. He hath given usa word, to be @ light wnto 
or feets and a lantern amto our pathr. And this word of gracethe 
wiſdome of God hath commanded to be preached plainly, 
openly, to every creature. Wiſdome cyjeth without Cſhelecks no 
corners) ſhe uttereth her woice in the ſtreets, ſpe crieth m the chief place 
of concourſe, in the openings of the gates, in the City ſhe uttereth ber 
word, : yea ſbe ſpeaketh unto the ſimple ones, ſcorners, and fools. How 
long ye fimple ones will ye love fimplicity, and the ſcorners delight in 
their ſcorning, and fools bate knowledge: Prov. 1.20,21,22. This 
is the wifdome of God : Burt Rome thinksſhe hath better policy 
than this, namely, tolock up' the Scriptures in an unknowne 
rongue, and that out of love, and zeale,left the fimple ones 
ſhould abulc it, and miſunderitand it, and pervert it. And by 
this rcaton they ſhould alſo lock it _—__ the learned, __ 
0 
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dome of the God of righteonſuefſe. Thus do his members ſeek to 
out-wit.the Go 6+ oye; ; who hath ſentglad tydingsto be 


on his death-bed) if the people ſhould know them, all will be 
marred; forehey will abuſe it, they will tara the grace of God 


eyes, a very abſurd conſequence. . And ſure the conſequence 
on the other part is feyen times more abſurd :-we have no pes 
rFempegry command, cobring wine into the Ciry,bntwe have 
acommand topreach the Goſpel. A City might well ſubfiſt 
= Parks ſpirituall edification » the people of 
God, cannot ſubfilt without the Goſpel. O my God,l will preach 
thy. Goſpel, for thou haft ſaid, go preach, and wo #* wnto me if 1 
preachnet the Gſpel, T commit the tuccefſe untothee. Thy Geo- 
ſpelis the power of God nmo ſalvation; Twill not be aſhamed of 
it, itisia ſweet ſavour mito thee, in them that are ſaved, and in 
themthat periſh: I perceive the fooliſhneffe of man, wonld ad- 
- vance ir ſelf aboye thy wiſdome; and _—_ us (if not comp 
pell us) ro be filent in thy truch. Bar let thy ſervants be filled 
with che fulnefſe of God;that for Sion: ſake they no2y not bold their 
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peacey and for Feruſalems ſake they may not reſt, amtill the righteouſ- 
eſſe theresf go farth as brightneſſe, and the ſalvation thereof s a lamp 
that burneth. Iſa. 62. 1. Mn” Fry 
Thirdly, the map of ſin exalteth himſelf above the mercy of 
God. He will ſcemto be more mercifull than God:God gaye un- 
ro mana Law,a righteous Law,and hath threatned the tranſ- 
grefſion thereof. wich deach 3 yea he that offendeth in one, is 
guilty of all, 7am. 2. 10., and curſed # every one that comtinueth not 
in all things that are written in the book of thus Law to do them, Gal. 
3- 13- Whereit is plain, that the Lord denounceth a curſe np- 
on all perſons, chat continue not at all :imes,to performe this 
rightegns Law in all tbings,and not any thing of this righteous 
Law ſhall be abated : for heaven and earth ſhall paſſe away, 
but not one Jot. or tittle of this Law ſball perifh :atth. 5. 18. 
Now what ſaith the mean of fin tothis 3 it cannotenter intohis. 
thoughts, but that God will be more mercifull chan thus: for 
he will tell you that God accepteth the will for the deed, (which 
hedoth indeed in them who are not under the Law but under 
grace) but untothem unto whom itis ſpoken chat are under 
the Law, you ſce what is required ;not onely to will, but alſo 
todo under paine of a curſe. Again,where it is ſaid,He that be- 
leeveth not ſball be damned, Mark 16. And where it is ſaid, that 
Feſtus Chrift ſball be revealed from heaven, with his mighty Angels, in 
ing fire, taking vergeance on there that know not God, and that 
obey not the Goſpel of ur Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 2 Thel. 1.7, 8. 
cither will this be credited by man, but he will tell you, 
that a deſire to belceve, is faith, and though a man do not be- 
leeve,yet if he deſire to beleeve, he hall beſaved,” Then muſt 
the text be changed, and we muft read, he that deffreth nor to 
beleeve ſhall be danmed. Again, the Juſtice of God declareth un- 
tous, thatthere is noremifſion without blood ſhedding. And yet the 
man of fin will declare unto us that ſuch or ſuch a fm, which 
is not pardoned this day, may be pardoned to morrow, and a 
pardon may be procured and obtained by the ſhedding of 
{ome teares (but no man hath yet declared unto us how ma- 
ny) now it may be they will ſay, Chriſts blood was ſhed be- 
fore, or elſe tcares could not havedoneit. Did the blood of 


Chriſt then make ſin onely to become pardonable upon our 
E 2 teares? 
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tcares? or did he proeure pardon? for Lam ſure Chriftsblood 
doth not any.newithings wharltdid icdid atonce; and what 
it hath not done it will never dog if ſo be thar' our fins were 
not pardo! before onrtcares, and pardoned after our tears: 
then will is. followathat Chriſts blood did onely make fin to 
become pardonable; that he did not procure cemitlion , for- 
giveneſie,or pardon terns. :Thus you ſee the mercy of God 
oppoſes by the man of fin, and the man of tin exalting him- 
felt, and ſeeking to debaſe God. Now left any thing that is 
called God ſhould feem. tgefcape, Imuit in the next place de» 
clareumto youthe man of fin, oppoſing the Juſtice of God, He 
willde more Juſt than God. 

God hath given unco manga moſt righteous, and holy Lay, 
by which is = wledge of fingRom.3. 20. and 7.7. This Law 
hath he {et fo faſt,rthat heaven and earth ſhall ſooner paſſe 
away, then one Jot or tittle from the Law till all be fulflled 
Miatth. 5. Bat when it was impoſlible for any of the ſons of 
Adam to fulfill the righteous Law, in regard that all of them 
are.comefhortof the glory of God, and there i none that doth 

ood, no not one, It, pleaſed the God of love, and mercy, toſend 
forth his Son 7eſws, in the fimilitude of finfull fiefh, and to con= 
demne fin in the flefh, that the righteouſneſſe of the Law might be 
fulfilled in them, who live not afier the fleſh,but after the Spirit:Rom. 
8. 4. Now.God ſetteth forth in his Word , the Law fulfilled, 
righteouſnefle accompliſhed in his Son, Jeſw. This he come» 
mandeth to. bepreached to the world. Now what ſaith the 
man of fin.; Thar Chriſt bath ſuffered he dare noc deny, but 
hat his ſuffering hath given fall atisfa&ion to the Juſtice of 
required in the Law, is that which heis bold to centra- 

di&; and therefore they ſay, that Chritt indeed hath taken 
away the gwi/t of fin,that he hath alſo taken away the eternal! 
bad? Ong due into fin;but he hath not(ſay they) taken away 
the temporal}, puniſhment dueto fin ; This mult either be pre- 
vented by us, by our tears,and humiliation,by our repentance, 
and contrition; otherwiſe if not prevented it muſt be indured. 
Hence do proceed, the doftrine of fatisfaftions in the Schools 
of Rome; hence proceeds, that clonded doftrine of repentance, 
inthe Romiſh Doftors. There being indeed, no doftrine more 
available ro the manitcltation of the glory of God, more com- 
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fortableto'the ſoals of the people, moreprofitable to the edi- 
fication of the Church, than the Dolrive'gf trile Fepertt ance tru- 
ly taught, and learned. There being alfo 'nb'Dofrine more 
deftruttive to the tnith of God,'an#the comfort of his people, 
than that cloudy and miſty doftrine of repentarice, taught by 
the faorsof Rowe, whereby they ſeek ro oretthrow At once, 
the whole building of the Tertiple of God: The ſinime of all is 
| this. That whereas God ſaith the Jufticeof his Laiy is fulftlled, 
and he NIE in his Son, to declare that fon and iniquitie 
will be remember no more. This man of fin will be more Juſt than 
God, and ſay, that the Law is 'not fulfilled untill ou by a 
the Father will not be well pleaſed in his Son, unchF Fu avec 
nted of your fins; This youſee how the tnan of inexalr- 
eth himſelf above the 7iſtice, the Mercy, the Wiſdome, and. the 
Trath of God; and indeed it will befound trace, that' there is 


not any one attribute of God, bat he hath ſought to deprefle, \, 


andto exalt and life vp kimfelf, and his own DoQrins ; That 
by this means he might fulfill that Which hath been forerold 
of him, He exalteth himſelf ab»ve alt that ig extled God.” As it was 
foreſpoken of him by the boly Ghoſt, Dan. 17. 36,37,38. And the 
King ſball ds aczording to his will, and he ſhall exalt and mag= 
nifie himſelf above every God , and' ſÞall ffeak mar 


wr weexnlr et 
gainſt the God of gods, and ſpall priſſt tillthe indignation ſhalt be ac- 
compliſbed, for 39 that #4 rnd ſhall Wb, neither ſhall be 
regard the God of his fathers, nov the deſire' of womens nor regard any 
God, for be ſhall magnifie himſolf above all. But in bWW eſtate he ſhall 
honour the God of forces : And a god whim bit fathifs knew nit ſhall 
pe with gold, and filyer, and with pretious 0th Poner, and pleaſant 
F4 1” $9 Oc. - FOc19 f{L 199728 {FIT 
” 20a taken the firſt plea of Antichriſt into conſideration, 
and found it faulty ; we will inthe next place confider, one 
thing more which he alledgerh to prove" that he is not that 
menof fin, that ſonof perdition. Hewilbfay; iris wrictens Fho 
#1 alyar but be that denyeth that Feſws i the Chrift, He # Anticdrift 
that denyeth the Father and the Son 1 Joh. 2. 22. Many deceivers 
are entred into the: world , who confefſe not that Jeſs 
Chrift is come inthe fleſh ; This 3s a deceiver, and an Antichriſt: 
2 Joh. 7. From hence Rome and her children will argue, 
that they arc not Antichriſt, that they are not the IM 
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unto this diftin&ion, I fnd'in the 
world a twofold Antichriſt. The Hebrew Antichriſt, and the Lox 
tine Antichriſt z the Fewiſb Antichrift, and the Gentile Antichriſt. 
The Jewiſh Antichriſt beleeverh indeed the office of the Mcdia- 
tor truly; yea Ido beleeve, that in ſubitance they are able to 
declare unto ns, what is the true office of the Saviour of the 
world,when (as they beleeve) he ſhall be ſent from the Father 
intothe world. Ear belecying his office, they deny his perſon, 
and will not have the crucified Feſwr to be the Saviour of the 
world, but vainly look for another, for to comeuntethem : ſo 
that that you ſee that which-is wantingunto the perfeftion of 
the Zew?ſb faith, is no more but this, to be truly informed,and 
_ led concerning theperſon of the /ſiah. And the con» 
eration of this giveth us light to interpret ſome places of 
Scripture, which (for want of this contideration )I-find:to be 
ſomewhat miſtaken by others, of good judgement, and zcale, 
It is writzen 1fye beleeve not that I ams be, ye ſhall die in your ſins: 
Joh. 8. 24. And the Ezazech demanding of Philip, what was re- 
quired unto Bapriſme, and receiving an anſwer,that to belceve 
with all the heart was, the thing required. He maketh his con- 
feflion in rheſe words; T beleeve that Je/us Chriſt it the Sor: of God: 
ARt. 5. 37. From which places, and ſome other like,ſome have 
gathercd, that is ſufficient for the Chriſtian faith; to belecve, 
that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God: and yet a wan may have the 
true faith, though he belecve not the remiſſion of his fivs, in 


; Teſus. 


OO — 


ed, 


The Mau of Sin diſtover 


foe Theſe things do indeed equities 
- afforded unto them at rhisghuezangely 1 
conſidered, that the perſons, ls _ 

den, Job. 8. were of the Jews, wh 


| whogightly underiiood the office 
of the Meſſiah ; and if they-were faulty in anything, it was in 
this, that they aſcribed ſomething more unto his office than 
+ was to be aſcribed, but nothing lefſle.' Now there was nothing 
lacking unto their taith,ſave rightly to underſtand the perſon. 
The ſame is to be ſaid concerning the: Exmeb, who was a pro- 
ſelyte of the Jews, tor he came to Feruſalem to workkip : and 
theretore under the expedation of -rhe Adeſiab, whole office he 
did underitand : now it is granted that the man belecving the 
office of Chriſt, it is ſufficient for him to grant the perſon, and 
acknowledge him.And as the Fews belecving the 57 de- 
_ nying the perion, were properly againit Chriſt : So the Gentle 
Antichriſt who conteflech Jeſus of Nazargth,crucifed at Golgatha, 
to be the Son of God, the Meſſiah of the Lord ; may as properly 
(if not more properly ) be called Antichriſt; who confeſling his 
perſon, is bold to deny his office. We do not lay unto, Rames 
charge, that they deny theperſon of Chriſt, We have not any 
controverfic with them concerning the perſon ; but we charge 
them with deniall of his office, with denyall of the effte&t of 
Chriits death, and pafſion. For when itſhall be declared that 
the effeft of Chrilts paſſion, requireth on our parts a condition, 
and-that Chriſts pation js not effeftuall unto us, untill the 
condition on our parts beperformed: weſay that this iscole- 
ny the office of the Meſſiah, this is todeny the prieſthood and 
ſacrifice of Chrift Feſw to take away fin, and to finiſh tranſ- 
greffion ; and unto us it doth appear, that the prerequiring ot 
a =p doth diminiſh the + nem of the efficacy of Chrilts 
paſſion. 

Now todraw to a concluſion, you that have knowne the 
man oftin, will ſay that I havein part fo diſcovered him in 
theſe lines, that they that are weak-fighted may be able to 
diſcerne him : I have done it forthis end, that a ſpirit of dit- 
cerning may be miniltred unto you, that ſec bur dimly and 
darkly; that whereas the man of fin cometh with great de- 
cciye= 
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